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HASA, ’I‘ibet -The experience of Tibet is heipfu! for*

the-first-time visitor to Chlna;for'hbet is,in many.re-
spects China scraped; birexThe struggle for sirvival has;l
lieen more arduous in this 2-mile-High plateau than in the ™
Clinese hinterland, 5o the feat of the Communist rulersin::
making Tibet almost selt-sufﬂcient.m food is all the mos&
stnking s e R ) = ;
o But because it, was the Jast piece- of the mamland to
‘ome under Pekmg s control, its final subjugation coming
n 1959 a-decade after the fall of the Kuomintang govern-:,
ment the methods by 'wluch commumsm has orgamzed"-“

ious. differences betweeu the Han Chinese and the ’1‘1- 1
yetan‘people, this is also.a. laboratory test of the C’ommm -
ists"ability to avoid the sins of cultural “1mpenahsm £
In 3 days, a vmtorm closely escorted touncan gam no

~more than a few clues to these three dimensions of the Ti-
.-betan expenence. But because Tibet is so.closed to-Ameri-
- can eyes-— fewer than 20 Arericans have visited this city |
m the last 28 years —-even- those clues may be worth re-|

, PLAC‘Bas anyto begin is where our party
< - headed by George Bush,.the former head of the
U S Liai.son Office. inPekmg — began its first full day in.

: *Lhasa:1t isimthegarden of the Norbu-Linka Palace, from
. which the 14th Dalai. Lamz the last: of the: Buddhist’ gods
-"lnngsxwho ruled Tibet. for S centuries ‘fled in 1959, after
he*lmlure of arevolt agamst the Communists who had ocs 4

: cupxed"ribets years earuer. y RPEeEs
-1t is Oct. 1, National Day-across China, marking the 28th’

| anmversary of Mao Tse-tung s proclamation ‘of the: Peo-
ple’s Republicof China. Qur leetalrhosts told us at the in-]
itial bne!ingthat,“Wwﬂlsee some of the relics of the Ti-

‘betan'past and joir the masses:to_see how- they celebrate{ -

THE WASHINGTON POST
16 October 1977

: when we arrive in our motorcade of sedans. We are ush-
“ered immediately into the palace. The bnefmg, delivered
. by a Chinese-speaking Tibetan and translated into English ,
by one of the Forelgn Ministry offictals who bas accomipa- ]

- against the will of the people and the policy of the party, ]

-~ came homefrom C’hma in 1975." . R

-palace has come “back to:the hands of the people” is open

-around the building while we are insid

Lama left behind. But certain display cabinets show docu---
: ments going back to the 14th Century, linking Peking to -

-National Day,™in short; a. meetmg ot the two cutmrec —_r
~'I‘1betpastand leet pment: P S

_’ recognizing his religious and temporal authority..” -

'double translation, that “all ‘these historical relics show -

- ral government or the emperor:"”

‘Ihe"* massa” are just beginning to stream into the park 1

nied us from Peking, begins with a bit of history: :-
“After the peaceful liberation of Tibet [not so peaceful
that it was not protested to the United Nations by the Dalai

Lama in 1950-51} our party arrived at the policy of educa--|
“tion and unity, recn.'ying the: policles of the Dalai Lama.3

But the Tibetan ruling nobles under the 14th Dalat Lama, %

carried out. rebellious activities in 1959: At that txme,
Norbu-Linka Park became the headquarters of the rebel-
lion. After the quelling.of the rebellion, Norbu-Linka Park
came back into the hands oi the people as a mghtseemg
and recreation place.” ;% ¥ 5 TR N ] ;;"%;
While there have been well-authenucated reports that;
the U.S: Central Intelligence: Agency was making arms.

drops into Tibet at the time of the 1959 rebellion, our hosts { -

make no reference to that fact= perhaps out of consider- :
ation for ‘Bush, who headed the CIA for a year when he_-,

‘On the other hand, their! statement ‘that ,thes ornate— "

to question.; None of the several thousand Tibetans ven- ¢

tures into — or near — the palace while we are wandermg, '

around the: park, and Chinese cadre fo

rimete 5

UR-TOUR of the palace is largely devoted to en]oy-' -
ment-of the rich fabrics‘and art works the Dalai -

" the affairs of Tibet. 'rhere are letters which we are told
. show how Ming Dynasty emperors authonzed and’ pro-
~-tected Tibetan’ religious customs. There is even a Tetter o
+ from the despised Chiang Kai-shek to the 14th Dalai Lama,

Over barley beer, our Tibetan guide tells us, through the -

.. that officials of Tibet and the Dalai Lamas themselves, if *
s they are to be legal, have to seek the approval of the cent- :

“Was approval ever denied?” one Amencan asks. Pause
* for the double- translaﬁon of uaﬁen and answer., f,‘\Io.,

STAT |

i:Thev did nat refuse it % LEISESIRE
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